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February 1-2, 2021 -- The Myanmar coup and Erik Prince 
Nay Pyi Taw and Yangon 


The military coup that ousted Myanmar's democratically-elected State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, her 
government, and the civilian governments of all of Myanmar's states and regions, has provided Joe Biden and 
his Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, with their first foreign policy crisis. And this crisis, along with looming 
problems in Yemen, Libya, South Sudan, and Mozambique, may involve chicanery and treason on an 
international scale by Erik Prince, the brother of Betsy DeVos, Donald Trump's Education Secretary, and 
founder of the mercenary firm Blackwater. Prince, who uses the code name "Echo Papa," has been at the center 
of Trump's 2016 and 2020 presidential campaigns’ interfaces with foreign actors, including Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. 


In return for Prince's yet undetermined full range of services on behalf of Trump abroad, Trump issued 
pardons to four former Blackwater personnel convicted of murdering 14 Iraqi civilians on a Baghdad street in 
2007. Prince has been busy in recent years establishing an international network of mercenary and related 
businesses around the world, including in the UAE, where his Reflex Responses is headquartered and from 
where his private soldiers have been carrying out a brutal war in Yemen against pro-Iranian Houthi forces and 
other groups opposed to Emirati and Saudi military operations in that nation. 


Prince has never failed to step up to assist brutal regimes and their leaders, whether they are Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Zayed in the UAE, Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar in Libya, Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman in Saudi Arabia, South Sudan President Salva Kiir, or the military junta in Mali. Often, Prince uses 
his Hong Kong-based firm, Frontier Services Group 
(FSG), as a front for negotiating wider "security" contracts 
with unsavory regimes. FSG, which has strong links to 
China's military-industrial complex -- CITIC Group 
Corporation is believed to be FSG's major shareholder with 
FSG's chairman being CITIC executive Chang Zhenming -- 
has been at the forefront of supporting China's "securing' 
of its "Belt and Road" activities in Asia, including building 
a training camp in China's western Xinjiang-Uighur 
Autonomous Region to help to put down a Muslim rebellion and a "forward operating base" in China's 
Yunnan province, which shares an extensive border with Myanmar. FSG claimed that Prince's base in Yunnan 
would "better serve companies in Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia," all of which have seen recent 
crackdowns on democratic movements. 





When Prince's FSG set up shop in Myanmar in 2019, there were fears among that nation's pro-democracy 
movement that the move was intended to shore up security for Myanmar's military, which had let it be known 
that there were constraints on the nation’s democratic experiment in governance. The military's constraints 
turned into a full-blown coup on February 1 as State Counsellor Aung, leaders of her National League for 
Democracy (NLD), President Win Myint, Cabinet ministers, and state and regional chief ministers were 
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arrested on the orders of the Army chief General Min Aung Hlaing.The military was clearly unhappy as voters 
in November rejected its puppet political party, Union Solidarity and Development Party, which took a mere 
33 of 476 seats in Parliament. Aung's party won 83 percent of the vote. In echoing the bogus charges coming 
from Trump about the U.S. election in November, the Myanmar military claimed that 10.5 million votes in the 
Myanmar election were fraudulent. Unhappy with the election results, the military made its move just prior to 
the new Parliament's opening session. 
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in support of China's "One Belt 

One Road development 
initiative." FSG's One Belt One Road security support operations extend to Hong Kong, Laos, Cambodia, 
Pakistan, Iraq, Somalia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Guinea, Kenya, Mozambique, and South Africa. 
Prince attempted to convince the Trump administration to contract out to him all U.S. counter-terrorism 
operations in Afghanistan, which is known to possess rare-earth minerals that China covets. 


The political opposition in Myanmar fears that one of FSG's Belt and Road "initiatives" include backing the 
military coup in their country. One of FSG Myanmar's clients is likely CITIC Myanmar's special economic zone 
port complex at Kyaukphyu, a perfect location from which 
to plan a military coup. 
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intrigues, with "extreme prejudice," if necessary. 
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Generally, readers are solely responsible for the content of the comments they post on this web 
site. Comments are subject to the site's terms and conditions of use and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion or approval of Wayne Madsen Report.com. Readers whose comments 
violate the terms of use may have their comments removed without notification. Please do not 
post hate messages as this is a violation of British laws against racist and xenophobic messages. 
WMR's web service is based in Wales, UK and is subject to UK law. 
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